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So again in 601 he wrote to a bishop1: " It is long since I have been able to leave my couch. At one time I am tormented with the pain of gout, at another time a fiery agony spreads throughout my whole body. For me to live is punishment, and I look longingly for death, which I believe to be the only possible remedy for my sufferings." " My body," so he complained to Eusticiana,2 " is as thoroughly parched and dried up, as though it were already in the tomb."
The Pope's troubles were increased in the spring of 601 by a renewal of the war. This time the Romans were the aggressors. The Exarch Callinicus, emboldened probably by a revolt of the powerful Dukes of Trent and Friuli, made an unprovoked assault on the city of Parma, and among other prisoners captured Agilulf s own daughter with her husband Godeschalcus, and carried them off in triumph to Eavenna. By this act of treachery the Exarch doubtless hoped to force Agilulf to renew the peace on terms more favourable to the Eomans. But he soon was made aware of his mistake. The Lombard king, furious at the outrage, made a perpetual alliance with the Chagan of the Avars, captured and destroyed Padua, devastated Istria, reduced the strong fortress of Monselice, and defeated the Exarch himself beneath the walls of Eavenna. Italy was thus once more at the mercy of the enemy.3 In July 603 Agilulf marched from Milan and laid siege to Cremona, which he took on the 21st of August, and, if Paul is to be believed, levelled it with the ground. On the 13th of September he took Mantua by storm, having opened breaches in the walls with battering-rams. And such was the panic among the Imperialist troops, that the fortress of Vulturina surrendered before a blow was struck, the cowardly garrison fleeing to Eavenna.4
Meanwhile in Constantinople the throne of Maurice had fallen, and Phocas wore the diadem of Empire. The Exarch Callinicus, too, had been recalled, and Smaragdus the Violent was sent once more as Governor to Eavenna.5 Although a passionate and wilful man, Smaragdus was not devoid of political sagacity, and he soon saw that he was unable, with the
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